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Meeting Place  

American Legion Hall Post 1  

5400 East Yale Avenue (Yale & I -25), Denver, Colorado  

Every Friday Morning, 7:00 ð 8:00 am  

****INVITE A FRIEND TO JOIN****  

Optimist Club of Monaco South 
Founded in 1976 at Denver, Colorado 

Serving Youth and the Community for 35 Years 

www.monacosouth.org 

Editor for this IssueðJohn Oss 

Grandiose Utterings  

of Monaco South  
(GUMS) 

December 23, 2011 ð Vol. 37, Issue 12  

Good Morning Optimists  
Our Ronôs, Cisco and Carlson warmed all who 

entered with a smile and a handshake. 

Opening Bell  
Ron Cisco gave the opening invocation and the led 

us in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Guests 
Fred Pasternack introduced his guest Bill Brown. 

A retired Denver Police officer. Jerry, the painter, got 
the next billing. John Oss introduced his grandson 
Brandon who worked several days at the tree lot. 
Thanks Brandon, and welcome all! 

Announcements 
Tree Lot Update: Joe Marci provided a report on 

weeks activities and shared that this yearôs tree lot set 
a new record with 101 different mem-
bers helping to sell trees. He shared 
that we sold 343 trees in one weekend 
and that the 101 workers and 343 trees 
are new highs. He also reported that 
there were also a few low days when 
the snow storms limiting customer flow. 
But overall we did great! Thanks to all 
who helped out this year! 
Joe also reminded us that we will 

clear the lot on Friday, December 30th 
after our meeting. Help is needed for a 
couple hours to move the materials to the warehouse. 
Members who worked and bought trees and other 

items will receive their invoices next week. Once you 
receive your invoice, please pay treasurer Greg 
Young before the end of January. Make checks paya-
ble to Optimist Club of Monaco South. 

Christmas Food Baskets: Mike Chavez had 27 
members report in to distributed food baskets. In addi-
tion, their children and grandchildren joined them to 
support the endeavor. Members who were present 
were: Randy Marcove, Don St.John, Nick Newey, 
Fred Pasternack, Cy Regan, Donlie Smith, Jack 
Kitchell, Tom Wos, Greg Young, John Oss, OC 
Larson, Gary Strowbridge, Russ Paul, Phil Pering-
ton, Ron Gustas, Gary Miller, Oscar Sorensen, Ter-
ry Shroyer, John Young, Jon Watcher, Bob Finkel-
meier, Kent Gloor, Greg Hurd, Wyatt McCallie, Karl 
Geil, and Allen Pierce. All had a piece in the action to 
make this successful. Thank you Mike for a fine job! 

Janna Hugo Memorial: Mike Chavez also report-
ed that the memorial service for Janna will be Mon-
day, December 26th. It will be held at Saint Michael 
and All Angelsô Church, 1400 South University Boule-
vard. Our father and son members Bob and Dan Hu-

go can use your thoughts and prayers. 

Chili Cook-off Winner: Ron Cisco, 
master culinarian chili chef, announced 
that Jon Wachter won with his special 
chili, while Kent Gloor, Tom Charters, 
Phil Perington, and Curt Jefferies were 
runners up. For the editor, they were all great! 

Gary Strowbridge locks 
the Christmas Tree lot 
trailer door for the last 
time in 2011.  

Photo Steve Kady 

MERRY CHRISTMAS ð HAPPY HANUKKAH 

http://www.monacosouth.org
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Santa, aka Oscar Sorensen, with his Donald 
Trump hairdo, red sweater, and Santa 
cap was in his best form this year and 
got everyone involved in the ex-
change of presents. He started it off 
with Randy Marcove receiving some 
new sporting equipment. Okay! 

   As shown below, are all the MSOC 
Kids lined up to take their turn.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some of the other OUTSTANDING GIFTS handed 
out include the followingé 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unfortunately, even after three attempts of receiv-
ing a gift Ron Carlson did not get his ñperfect giftò or 
get his picture taken. Sorry Ron, maybe next year! 

White Elephant Gift Exchange  

Freddie Pasternack and guest Bill Brown, enjoy a true 
ñWhite Elephantò gift. Thank you Santa! 

Jon Wachter received a stylish ñwhite dress coatò that 
nearly fit and a flashy pink tie to complete the ensemble.  

Don Iley, left, received a stylish Christmas Tree strand of lights 
hat; however, he couldnôt get them to work. While chef John 
Marinos shows off his ñoverworked, underpaid, and a few other 
óunderôsò not suitable here coffee cup. 

On left, the editors grandson, Brandon received a Christmas Angel 
ornament after pulling out all of the paper. And on the right, Karl 
Geil and Tom Wos enjoyed the moment.  

Mike McMahon, right, one of our new members and 
Super Citizen speaker came away with a new Lotus ð 
Well a picture of a new Lotus! 

And Santa himself, 
Oscar Sorensen, 
received this matching 
pair of Ronald and 
Nancy Reagan 
Christmas mantel 
stockings to hang on 
his chimney with care. 
 
 

Photos Don StJohn and John Oss. 
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Monaco South Calendar  
Dec 25 Sun  Merry Christmas  

Dec 30 Fri 7:00 am Meeting, Legion Hall - Kids to Breakfast & Camaraderie  

Jan 1 Sun            2012 Happy New Year         

Jan 6 Fri  7:00 am  Meeting, Legion Hall - The Brain Bowl is Coming! 

Jan 9 Mon  6:30 pm  New Member Orientation, District 4 Council Office, 3540 S. Poplar St., Suite 102 

Jan 13 Fri  7:00 am  Meeting, Legion Hall - Leslie Pera, Boys Hope Girls Hope 

Jan 18 Wed  6:30 pm  Board Meeting, District 4 Council Office, 3540 S. Poplar St., Suite 102 

Jan 20 Fri  7:00 am  Meeting, Legion Hall - Camaraderie Day 

Jan 21 Sat 7:00 am North Region Brain Bowl, Superior High School in Louisville, CO 

Jan 27 Fri  7:00 am  Meeting, Legion Hall - Karen Blackman, Colorado Oral-Deaf Pre-school 

Weekly Greeters  

Date Greeters 

12/30/11 Rich Mahoney & Fred Pasternack 

1/6/12 Joe Marci & James Riley 

1/13/12 Paul Stratton & James Riley 

1/20/12 Woody Thibodeau & Nick Newey 

1/27/12 Bob Avery & Jim Riley 

Announcements Continued  
Favorite Christmas Song or Dashing Through 

the Snow: During the morning meeting, Phil 
Perington gathered votes for favorite Christmas 
songs. He reportsé 

...the always entertaining Santa Claus White Elephant gift ex-

change, gallantly led by Santa Oscar, culminated with members 

registering their favorite Christmas song in an ad hoc poll bearing 

no relationship to anything whatsoever. However, it must be re-

ported that of the 45 entries Silent Night was the run-away winner 

with 12 votes. Bunched closely together were Jingle Bells (1 vote 

for the barking dogs version), Oh Holy Night, Iôm Dreaming of a 

White Christmas, and Little Drummer Boy. A couple of long shots 

were Grandma Got Run Over by a Reindeer and the classic I Yust 

go Nuts at Christmas, by Ole Yorgenson, an engineer at a Chicago 

NBC radio station (date unknown).  

Other favorites included Noel, Do you see what I see, If you 

just Believe, Joy to the World, Silver Bells, Infant Holy Infant Ho-

ly, and Away in the Manger, an old version. 

Oh Little Town of Bethlehem, Handelôs Messiah (Hallelujah 

Chorus), Draydel Draydel Draydel! and Deck the Halls. 

On the jovial and less traditional lighter side we also had Ring 

de Bells (Calypso tin pan drum style), Frosty the Snowman, Must 

be Santa, Run, Run Rudolph, the Chuck Berry version of Rock 

around the Christmas Tree, Feliz Navidad, Itôs Christmastime 

Pretty Baby, Meke, Kaliki Maka, by der Bingo and Andrews Sis-

ters, and not to be forgotten the one and only All I want for Christ-

mas is my two Front Teeth!  

It looks like we have a ton of good cheer and camaraderie at 

this fun and joyous time of year. Did anybody see Santa kissing 

Mamma? 

Closing Bell  
The pot was up to $120 this week. Many 

tried for the 2 of Spades, but no winners. Wait 
until next week! 

 

The Editorõs Story 
It was a dark and stormy night. Four Optimists from 

the Optimist Club of Monaco South were slogging their 

way through the forest, when what to their surprise, there 

arose such a clatter. They turned this way and that, but 

could not see what was the matter. They continued on to 

their quest: to find and harvest the finest Christmas tree 

that could be hadñone of them called it a Hanukkah 

bush. As they climbed the rise, a star arose to the East. 

òHark!ó They shouted. The hairy angels sing! And lo, be-

fore them was the largest Christmas Tree/Hanukkah bush 

lot that they ever did see. And they said, òLet us go forth 

unto the lot, and sell as many trees as we can, and we will 

support youth, throughout the land.ó 

And so it was, from that day until eternity, that the 

three wise men, Sheppard Joe, Muleskinner Mike, and 

Quaestor Ralph embarked on a life long journey, led by 

King Randy. 

~Anon  

Super Citizen Presenters for January  

4 @ 2:30 pm Highline Joe Marci 

See the 2012 Brain Bowl dates for events and training on the 
Optimist GUMS transmittal e-mail. 


