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Meeting Place 

American Legion Hall Post 1 

5400 East Yale Avenue (Yale & I-25), Denver, Colorado 

Every Friday Morning, 7:00 – 8:00 am 

****INVITE A FRIEND TO JOIN**** 

Optimist Club of Monaco South 
Founded in 1976 at Denver, Colorado 

Serving Youth and the Community for 37 Years 
Recognized as Outstanding Service Organization in Colorado in 2012 

www.monacosouth.org 

Editor for this Issue—John Oss 

Grandiose Utterings 
of Monaco South 

(GUMS) 

June 20, 2014 – Vol. 39, Issue 33 

Good Morning Optimist 
Camaraderie Day 

Dr. Jeff Johnston and Counselor Karl 
Geil, esq., were our greeters on our 
beautiful last day of spring. Summer 
Solstice is Saturday.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The days are about to get shorter. Karl got a little 
short with this editor. I tried reusing a bit of the Dane 
“oxymoron” jests of last week on Karl. Karl launched 
into a tutorial on his fee structure and how it is related 
to his memory. That was enough not to try any Ole 
and Lena jokes on Dr. Jeff either. When he has his 
hands in your mouth, with a drill running, it is no time 
to have him remember Karl’s example on fee struc-
tures. I hope that Dr. Jeff looks at Dr. Ed Fan-
khauser’s thirty-eight years of pleasure with MSOC 
and maintains a cheerful countenance! 

First Bell 
As usual, our illustrious President Jon Wachter ral-

lied us out of our seats with his urging to “stand and 
greet your neighbors with a cheerful countenance.” 
He reminded us, “Our purpose as an optimist club is 
to utilize the tenants of the optimist creed and devel-
op optimism as a philosophy of life.” He also asked us 
to “promise yourself to give every living creature you 
meet a smile.” His request fit the camaraderie day to 
a tee.  

Invocation & Pledge  
Chaplain Bob Coulson delivered the invocation 

and then led us in the Pledge of Allegiance to out flag 
as an expression of fealty to the Flag of the United 
States and the republic of the United States of Ameri-
ca. He then immediately shared that today was Na-
tional Flip Flop Day and provided a theme for giving 
support for kids. Editor: Every year on the third Friday 
in June, Tropical Smoothie Café celebrates National 
Flip Flop Day, when they raise funds to benefit their 
national charity partner, Camp Sunshine. Learn more 
at http://www.tropicalsmoothiecafe.com/funraising. 

Well Wishes for Don Thomson 
Don is in the hospital. Don’s wife 

Joyce emailed particulars on Don’s 
status. President Jon directed us to the 
“card” for Don. Most, if not all, signed. 
The scroll of brown paper provided ample 
room for the many notes that filled the 
scroll. Back pain, fever, MRI on lower 
back, eco cardiogram, and gall bladder 
all get into play. Don is in Rose Hospital. 

MSOC Event Calendar 
With the Club’s event calendar projected onto the 

screen, Prez Jon Wachter 
reviewed the schedule for 
the upcoming month. 
Telling project leaders 
that getting scheduled 

items turned in to the GUMS Editors and Web Master 
is very important. To see this screen go the clubs web 
site @ http://www.monacosouth.org/ > CLICK Event 
Calendar.  

ATTENTION ALL MEMBERS 
MONACO SOUTH NEEDS NEW MEMBERS 

We need 15 new members to achieve honor club. 
So bring your friends, neighbors, sons or grandsons…

get them to join and receive a discount on your next 
year’s dues. Don’t forget, for only $100, you can make 

them a Friend of Optimist, and it counts too! 
See Greg Young for details. 

Continued on the next page 
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Announcements 
CO-WY MS Chapter 150 Bike Ride: Michael 

Chavez reminded us about the hydration station 
for the MS 150 Bike Ride on Sunday, June 29th. About 
four more volunteers are needed from 7 a.m. until 2 
p.m. in Longmont. Get release forms from Michael. 
Everyone attending needs one signed. Howdy Fry is 
riding and looking for support contributors. Look to 
Michael and Howdy to signup. 

CO-WY Optimist Gulf Tournament Results: Joe 
Marci reported that Optimist Junior Golf Tourna-
ment at Fitzsimons on Wednesday, June 18th was a 
success. So far, the proceeds from the tournament 
have netted $5,000 to send kids to Florida for the Op-
timist International Junior Golf Championship. Hail, 
rain, and lightening were not enough to stop identify-
ing winners. Six qualified Wednesday for the tourna-
ment next month in Palm Beach Gardens, Fla. That 
makes 20 Colorado golfers in all who have earned 
spots in the event in the last week and a half. The new 
winners are: 
 Boys 12-13: Dillon Stewart, 79; Jake Welch 80. 

 Girls 13-14: Lauren Lehigh, 82. 

 Boys 10-11: Jordan Jennings, 80. 

 Girls 10-12: Marie Jordaan, 84 & Katie Berrian 86. 

Optimists who were prominent in supporting this 
event were Joe Marci, Ron Cisco, Jack Kitchell, 
Sewell Black, Gov. Bob Hartwig, Caroline Hartwig, 
John Greene, Verlee Greene, Pearl Meulemans, 
Ruth Oss, and Tom Hoch. This is a CO-WY Opti-
mists tournament with cogolf.org publicity already 
posted for this event. Stand by for a week and a half 
of national competition in Florida July 19-29.  

Monaco sponsors were noticeable.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Doug Morton and Bob Avery signs on the first 
hole had many cousins with the names Marci, Fegley, 
Marinos, Rife, Thomson, Thibideau, Stoffel, and 
Marcove. This does not include any effort to show 
company names. There were two signs at each hole. 

Robotics Challenge Support for Kids: Greg 
Hurd shared that his company has been working 
with the Wm. Cope Branch, Boys and Girls Clubs of 
Metro Denver and their kids who have interests in en-
gineering. They mentor them as they prepare for an 

annual robotics competition. The kids 
compete in teams at the FIRST Ro-
botics Competition. The Boys and 
Girls Club kids have advanced from 
44th place in the state three years 
ago to 25th now. These juniors and 
seniors have talent and know they 
have something in them. Greg knows 
that too. Greg invites members to 

join him in these efforts. We are already aware of 
helping with Thanksgiving meals, but it quietly runs 
deeper. Contact Greg for more information and an op-
portunity to help kids. 

Celebration of Excellence: Bob Coulson shared 
information about the program, 
which gathered 162 kids from 
foster care environments for 
the celebration. They had a 60-
person choir. A planning group 
meets each month. People 
from the community contribute 
their time to make the program 
a success. If you are interested 
in participating, contact Bob. 

Where is the Sergeant-at-Arms  
Jack Kleinheksel, Tom Mauro, and Tom Hoch all 

deserved Sergeant-at-Arms attention. Between Fred 
dying and Lena being threatened, it really was some-
thing.  

Even so our rose between two thorns, Tom Mauro, 
shared his experience at the 2014 College World Se-
ries of baseball in Omaha, NE. We can only look for 
more demand for a good Sergeant-at-Arms in this sto-
ry telling environment. 

 

 

Continued on the next page 
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Bob Coulson 
 Photo Don StJohn 

Greg Hurd 
 Photo Don StJohn 

Photos John Oss 

Installation of Officers 2014-2015 
     Prez Jon announced MARK YOUR 
CALENDAR the MSOC installation of the 
2014-2015 club officers will be Saturday, 
September 20, 2014 at Highlands Park 

Pavilion, formally Delmonico Hall, at 3220 Federal 
Boulevard, across from Highland Park. The new 
Highlands Park Pavilion was recently refurbished and 
is operated by Fifty-Two-Eighty Events.  

http://www.cogolf.org/index.php?mod=CGA
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June 23 Mon 6:40 pm  Optimist Day at Coors Field - See Joe Marci 

June 27 Fri  7:00 am Meeting, Legion Hall - Excellence in Education Award 

June 29 Sun 7:00 am CO-WY MS 150 Hydration Station, Silver Creek HS, 4901 Nelson Road, Longmont, CO 

July 4 Fri  7:00 am Meeting, Legion Hall - Camaraderie Day  

July 11 Fri  7:00 am Meeting, Legion Hall - Robin Wise, President & CEO, Junior Achievement 

July 16 Wed  6:30 pm Meeting, Legion Hall - Board Meeting, District 4 Council Office, 3540 S. Poplar St., Suite 102 

Weekly Greeters 

6/27/14 Berry Barker & Joe Marci 

7/4/14 Jon Wachter & Russ Paul 

7/11/14 Paul Stratton & Carl Brown  

7/18/14 Bob Avery & Rod Winget 

7/25/14 Jack Kleinheksel & Casey Funk 

Need Friday morning greeters,  
see O.C. Larson, 303-797-7432 or  

larson1942@comcast.net 

Wayne makes dummies out of Lynne and Camden  

Recognition of June Birthdays 
Prez Jon called for all of the June BD Boys to 

stand. Those celebrating this month are Perry Allen, 
Ed Collins, Dr. Ed Fankhauser, Dr. Bob Finkel-
meier, Greg Hurd, Todd Olson, Mike Prete, Terry 
Shroyer, Bryce Slaby, Jason Sunahara, and Allen 
Yockey. Another round of the MSOC birthday 
song, or something close to it, came across loud and 
clear.   

Happy Bucks 
An invitation for Happy Bucks, Optimists Childhood 

Cancer Campaign was announced by Prez Jon. He 
invited us to contribute, bucks and our lives. Amount 
contributed varied. A four-dollar bill from Fred Paster-
nack was rejected, but he willingly replaced by 
providing two, two-dollar bills. Jim Easton, thankful for 
getting a mentee and getting started in the mentor pro-
gram. Bryce and Jim are now sources of firsthand in-
formation. A speaker presented the mentoring pro-
gram a few months past. 

The subjects of happy bucks included children, 
grandchildren, births, no births, butter cups, vision, 
willows, soccer and more from: Wyatt McCallie, Keith 
Gallaway, Jack Kleinheksel, Joe Marci, Don 
St.John, Greg Young, John Oss, Tom Overton, 
Tom Kramis, Dick Nickoloff, Donlie Smith, Pat 

Bush, Tom Glazier, Gary Strowbridge, and Oscar 
Sorensen. 

In addition, a Crown for the Happy Bucks, John 
Young allowed how pleased he was milling around 
with this bunch, that he was pleased he threw in $50 
bill into the Happy Bucks pot. 

Weekly Drawing  
There was $150 in the pot this week and the Seven 

of Spades was the card to find. Allen Yockey, Karl 
Geil, Allen Malask, Ron Carlson, Bob Coulson, Jim 

Easton, Allen Pierce, Jack Kleinheksel, 
and John Walsh all had lucky numbers. Allen 
and Karl each failed at attempts to draw the 
right card. Curt Boell was wearing his name 
badge, but did not light up a cigar. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Overall, the Camaraderie Day was a success! 

RETIRED HEALTH MESSAGE 
Shared by Ron Gustas 

As I was lying in bed pondering the problems of the world, I 
rapidly realized that I don’t really give a rat’s hidey. It’s the 
tortoise life for me! 
1. If walking is good for your health, the postman would be 

immortal. 
2. A whale swims all day, only eats fish, drinks water, and is fat. 
3. A rabbit runs, hops, and only lives 15 years. 
4. A tortoise does not run, does nothing, yet it lives 450 years.  

And you tell me to exercise? I do not think so. I am retired. Go 
around me. Now that I’m older here’s what I’ve discovered: 
1. I started out with nothing... and I still have most of it. 
2. My wild oats have turned into prunes and all-bran. 
3. I finally got my head together, and now my body is falling 

apart. 
4. Funny, I don’t remember being absent-minded.  
5. If all is not lost, where is it? 
6. It is easier to get older than it is to get wiser. 

Curt Boell walks away 
without pulling the Seven 
of Spades to take the 
$150 jackpot. 
 Photo Jon Oss 

7. Some days you’re the dog; some days you’re the hydrant. 
8. I wish the buck stopped here; I sure could use a few. 
9. Kids in the back seat cause accidents. 
10. Accidents in the back seat cause kids. 
11. It’s hard to make a comeback when you haven’t been 

anywhere. 
12. The only time the world beats a path to your door is when 

you’re in the bathroom. 
13. If God wanted me to touch my toes, he’d have put them on 

my knees. 
14. When I’m finally holding all the cards, why does everyone 

want to play chess? 
15. It’s not hard to meet expenses … they’re everywhere. 
16. These days, I spend a lot of time thinking about the hereafter. 

I go somewhere to get something, and then wonder what I’m 
here after. 

mailto:larson1942@comcast.net
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T H E  O P T I M I S T  C R E E D  — Promise Yourself . . . 
To be so strong that nothing can disturb your peace of mind. 
To talk health, happiness and prosperity to every person you meet. 
To make all your friends feel that there is something in them. 
To look at the sunny side of everything and make your optimism come true. 
To think only of the best, to work only for the best, and to expect only the best. 
To be just as enthusiastic about the success of others as you are about your own. 
To forget the mistakes of the past and press on to the greater achievements of the future. 
To wear a cheerful countenance at all times and give every living creature you meet a smile. 
To give so much time to the improvement of yourself that you have no time to criticize others. 
To be too large for worry, too noble for anger, too strong for fear, and too happy to permit the presence of trouble. 

Grandiose Utterings of Monaco South 
Optimist Club of Monaco South 
4173 S. Rosemary Way 
Denver, CO 80237 

2013 - 2014 Officers 
President Jon Wachter 303-204-5645 

Vice President  Craig Eley 303-758-9499 

Vice President John Oss 720-210-8056 

Secretary Pat Bush 720-747-5482 

Treasurer Greg Young 303-759-3921 

Board of Directors 
Michael Chavez 303-960-5304 

J. R. Gieck 949-636-7614 

Jack Kleinheksel 720-938-1760 

Mike McMahon 303-514-5175 

Fred Pasternack 303-758-3754 

Ralph Pedersen 303-759-3384 

Michael Short 970-261-6012 

Scott Walker 303-803-3338 

Paul Simon (Past Pres.) 303-300-9940 

Past Presidents of the 
Optimist Club of Monaco South 

Bob Rhue 1976-77 

Jerry Whitlow 1977-78 

Bill Kosena 1978-79 

Duane Wehrer 1979-80 

Curt Jefferies 1980-81 

Frank Middleton 1981-82 

John Young 1982-83 

Pat Bush 1983-84 

Bob Hugo 1984-85 

Tom Mauro 1985-86 

Curt Lorenzen 1986-87 

Oscar Sorensen 1987-88 

Lupe Salinas 1988-89 

Bob Avery 1989-90 

Bill Litchfield 1990-91 

Bill Walters 1991-92 

Kent Gloor 1992-93 

Gary Strowbridge 1993-94 

Mark Metevia 1994-95 

Bob Safe 1995-96 

Tom Overton 1996-97 

Peter Dimond 1997-98 

Ralph Symalla 1998-99 

Cy Regan 1999-00 

Stan Cohen 2000-01 

Don St. John 2001-02 

Jack Rife 2002-03 

Karl Geil 2003-04 

Bryce Slaby 2004-05 

Donlie Smith  2005-06 

Paul Bernard 2006-07 

Greg Young 2007-08 

Phil Perington 2008-09 

Ron Cisco 2009-10 

Ed Collins 2010-11 

Randy Marcove 2011-12 

Paul Simon 2012-13 

NEWSLETTER EDITORS: July George Buzick, Aug Robert Wardlaw, Sept Pat Bush, Oct Paul Stratton 

Robert Finkelmeier 303-756-5829 rfinkelmeier@comcast.net 
Jim Piccinelli 303-721-1470 jpiccinelli@earthlink.net 
Dick Zolman 303-796-8746 rzolman691@aol.com 
George Buzick 303-803-2268 gtbuzick@comcast.net 
Robert Wardlaw 303-525-2532 rlawardlaw@gmail.com   

Ralph Pedersen 303-759-3384 r.pedersen2658@comcast.net 
John Oss 720-210-8056 john.oss4us@gmail.com 
Paul Stratton 303-366-6375 pcstratton@comcast.net 
Pat Bush 720-254-3741 pbush@bushreese.com  
Craig Eley 720-771-0866 craigceley@gmail.com  
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