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Meeting Place 

American Legion Hall Post 1 

5400 East Yale Avenue (Yale & I-25), Denver, Colorado 

Every Friday Morning, 7:00 – 8:00 am 

****INVITE A FRIEND TO JOIN**** 

Optimist Club of Monaco South 
Founded in 1976 at Denver, Colorado 

Serving Youth and the Community for 37 Years 
Recognized as Outstanding Service Organization in Colorado in 2012 

www.monacosouth.org 

Editor for this Issue—John Oss 

Grandiose Utterings 
of Monaco South 

(GUMS) 

January 3, 2014 – Vol. 39, Issue 14 

Good Morning Optimist 
Welcome 

Ralph Pedersen and a cast of volun-
teers welcomed the men of Monaco South 
for the first meeting of 2014. This editor found the 
place hoping at 6:20 a.m. Go figure! The meeting is at 
7 a.m., and Russ Paul and Gary Strowbridge have 
the place all set up. John Young and Joe Marci are 
repeat offenders at not being in attendance, not to 
mention Ron, Don, and several others. We missed 
you all today. 

First Bell  
President Jon asked us to share Optimistic 

Greetings for the New Year! Your edi-
tor felt it was a bit like a square dance; 
you get to meet up quickly and greet a 
lot of smiles. Robert Hugo was in the 
thick of it. It was great to see our past 
president and governor active and 
smiling. 

Invocation & Pledge  
Bob Coulson delivered an opening prayer for 

2014. He addressed the making and keeping of reso-
lutions. Our creed offers us a good basis for formulat-
ing resolutions. We ask our creator to walk with us as 
we choose and endeavor to keep our resolutions. We 
ask help to ensure that we keep the commitments we 
make.  

 Kind Shows of Friendship  
Bob Hugo is a long-standing member, but 

seemed a bit like a guest. It was obvious that he is 
active and enjoys the camaraderie. We can help bring 
him joy by offering transport to meetings. Others are 
in the same situation like Leo Hagele, Bill Culbert-
son, Doug Morton, and others would enjoying the 
kindness of a fellow optimists who might provide a 
ride. Thank you to all who offer such friendship. It is a 
blessing to both optimists who come together. 

Announcements 
    Good Publicity for OCMS: Frank Mid-
dleton reported that the Glendale Cher-
ry Creek Chronicle (web site: http://

www.glendalecherrycreek.com/ ) just ran a January 
2014 article lauding our club. Frank put two-and-two 
together and got 12. #1, The editor, Charles C. Bonni-
well, spoke at our club last September. Thanks to the 
invitation by Frank. And #2, our club was designated 
the Outstanding Service Organization in Colorado for 
2012. Bingo, why not get Bonniwell to give us some 
press. He did just that. The Cherry Creek Chronicle is 
in newsstands around Glendale and online (note it 
probably will be in a month or two). Pick up a copy 
and look on page 20. Maybe we could get some Brain 
Bowl publicity in the Denver Post. Frank wonders if 
anyone knows someone at the Post. He says, “I will 
contact them to see if we can get some press for our 
upcoming Brain Bowl.” Please email Frank Middleton 
at frankm101@hotmail.com or call 303-759-9232. 
Frank is a real recruiting machine. He has been good 
at recruiting from the beginning of the club.  

Super Citizen Presenters: Rob Gardner is look-
ing for a few good men. Highline Academy and Holm 
Elementary were filled in for January by new speak-
ers during the meeting. Contact Rob to sign-up on his 
sheet for the later part of the year. We have Super 
Citizen program through the month of May. Then the 
special recognition for the Charlie Korsoski Award. 

Reasons for Club Success: John Young was 
counting his blessings. Membership in the largest 
most active Optimist club was near the top of his list. 
Having 69 members with 10 or less years indicates a 
vibrant club. Twenty-seven past presidents remain on 
the roles. Five of the missing ten have died and five 
are missing. Just take a look at a typical line of guys 
with another project to offer for our participation. Par-
ticipation and gratitude abound. 

 

Bob Hugo 
 Photo Don StJohn 

http://www.monacosouth.org/index.php
http://www.glendalecherrycreek.com/
http://www.glendalecherrycreek.com/
mailto:frankm101@hotmail.com
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Announcements Continued 
Diabetes Prevention Program (Type 2): Ron 

Gustas invited OCMS members to be guests at the 
next T1DOC meeting to be held on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 8th starting at 6:30 p.m. at the Perkins Restaurant 
located at 1995 South Colorado Blvd. The meeting 
speaker will be a YMCA representative who will talk 
about their Diabetes Prevention Program (Type 2). 
The program starts with 16 weekly sessions and then 
continues monthly for a year to help anyone either at 
risk for or having Type 2 Diabetes, which can be re-
versed by lifestyle changes including healthier eating 
and increased physical activity. Over 13,000 partici-
pants have attended the program at YMCA and other 
sites. The program is fee based with some insurance 
carriers providing benefits. 

Mental Health Center of Denver: Randy Marcove 
recognized Dick Cohen for work he and his 
son’s mother in law did last December. They 
arranged a “gift party.” To attend you had to 
bring a gift. Sixty folks participated and 
brought gifts. The gifts were all given to the 
Mental Health Center just off of Iliff and Col-
orado Boulevard. Randy expressed his view 
that such service to the community should 

be recognized. Editor: Yes, very true; way to go Dick! 

Support Our New Clubs: Phil Perington said 
that the second year is the most critical for new opti-
mist clubs. Our diabetes and cancer clubs each de-
serve and need our support. As sponsors, it is our re-
sponsibility to insure these clubs are happy, success-
ful, and supported. There is a chili cook off coming up 
sponsored by FRACSOClub. Put the date on your cal-
endar. Editor: Phil, Ron Gustas, Dick Cohen, and 
Paul Simon, are good sources for information. 

Congressional Youth Award: Bob Colson invit-
ed participation to assist with the Congressional Youth 
Award. Information meeting will be held January 12th, 
from 1 - 4 p.m. at the American Legion Hall. This is a 
startup program. Bob has five of our members signed 
on board already. Pat Bush is co-chairing the pro-
gram. They are both available to give presentations 
when requested. An orientation meeting for kids along 
with parents and grandparents will be held January 
26th. Bob challenges us, “I understand this is the pow-
er club. We can use power to identify kids who can 
benefit from the program. Invite young people to at-
tend the January 26th orientation and pass the word. 
Some questions and answers can be answered at 
http://www.congressionalaward.org/youth/video.php. 
This can be an avenue leading to a recommendation 
for attending a service academy. Bob has a daughter 
who has gone the full route to maximum recognition. 
He is experienced and enthused. He also mentioned a 
flyer being passed about that speaks to a February 9th 
information thrust across the state.  

Bob writes: “Reach out to family, friends, and youth 
organization connections, e.g., middle and high 
schools, YMCA, church, scout troops, to recruit youth 
ages 13 to 23 and their families to attend the upcom-
ing kickoff orientation on January 26th. If you are 
aware of a group that needs more information call Bob 
at 303-517-1137 or Pat at 303-750-9409. You can al-
so review the information found on the GUMS distribu-
tion email.”  

Memorial Service for Hal Leigh: Ron Cisco 
shared about Hal and Karl Geil provided details. Hal a 
long-time member of the Golden Optimist Club and for 
many years was the face of our District’s Communica-
tion Contest for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing. The 
service will be held Tuesday, January 7, 2014 at 10 
a.m. at St. Joseph's Catholic Church, 969 Ulysses in 
Golden. Ron talked about how Hal, a longtime em-
ployee of the CIA, handled some Moscow thugs when 
he was in his eighty’s. The thugs were plotting to jump 
Hal. Hal, fluent in eight languages overheard the plot-
ting. When they came at him, he used his martial arts 
skills. He stacked them up on top of each other for the 
law enforcement when they arrived. He will be missed! 

Rides to the Brain Bowl North: Craig Eley, Harry 
Fegley, and Russ Paul would like to catch a ride to 
the Saturday the 11th Brain Bowl. Give them a call! 

Weekly Drawing  
There was $150 in the big pot, and the Seven of 

Hearts was the one to find. Jack Kleinheksel 
who had THREE winning tickets did not give 
anyone else a chance to try for it. On his first 
draw he cam up with that “lucky card.” In ad-
dition, he pulled in two money cubs. “Tickets, 
tickets, don’t need no stinking tickets.” Other cup win-
ner were Don Thomson, Karl Geil, and Ed Collins.  

Closing Bell 
Promise yourself to be so …. 
 

Dick Cohen 
Photo Craig Eley 

http://www.congressionalaward.org/youth/video.php
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Monaco South Calendar 
Jan 7 Tue 6:30 pm Brain Bowl Reader Training, Heritage High School, Littleton 

Jan 10 Fri 7:00 am Meeting, Legion Hall - Chris Bray, Private Investigator Licensing 

Jan 11 Sat 7:00 am North Region Brain Bowl, Standley Lake High School, 9300 W. 104
th
 Ave. Westminster   

Jan 15 Wed 6:30 pm Board Meeting, District 4 Council Office, 3540 S. Poplar St., Suite 102 

Jan 17 Fri 7:00 am Meeting, Legion Hall - Camaraderie Day  

Jan 18 Sat 9:00 am Brain Bowl Reader Training, Carson Middle School, 6200 Prussman Blvd., Colorado Springs 

Weekly Greeters 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 

1/10/14 Allen Malask & Tom Glazier 

1/17/14  Robert Wardlaw & Joe Marci 

1/24/14 Frank Middleton & ? 

Need Friday morning greeters,  
see O.C Larson, 303-797-7432 or  

larson1942@comcast.net 

Wayne makes dummies out of Lynne and Camden  

Super Citizen Presenters for January 

Jan 8 @ 2:30  MPB Les Larson 

Jan 22 @ 8:00 Highline John Oss 

Jan 31 @ 9:30 Holm ? 

Jan 31 @ 12:45 McMeen Joe Marci 

Jan 31 @ 3:00 Bradley Aaron Beery 

Be a Super Citizen Presenter 
See Rob Gardner, 720-263-6203 

gardnerrb@gmail.com 

Once again Karl gave us and in-
formative overview of the Brain Bowl, 
including its history and the need for 
CO/WY Optimist Club support.   

The Optimist Brain Bowl is an aca-
demic 
competition 
quiz open 
to Colora-

do Wyoming middle school students in 
6th, 7th, and 8th grades. Students form 
teams and demonstrate their 
knowledge of a variety of subjects in a 
format modeled after the GE College 
Bowl television program that ran from 1959-1970.  

Paul Simon is the Districts point-man for getting 
together the volunteers for the 1,000+ student Brain 
Bowl participates that will show for this event.  

The first event is next Saturday. Volunteers for the 
first event Bowl need to be inside Standley Lake High 
School, 9300 W. 104th Ave., Westminster, by 7 a.m. 
on Saturday, January 11.  
 Other events are scheduled for: 
 Central Region Tournament - Saturday, February 

1, 2014. 

 South Region Tournament - Satur-
day, February 8, 2014. 

 Championship Tournament - Satur-
day, February 22, 2014. 

However, Brain Bowl Readers need to 
attend a training session, which are 
scheduled on: 
 Saturday, January 4, 2014 @ 9 

a.m., Valmont Presbyterian Church, 
3262 61st Street, Boulder, CO 
80301. 

 Tuesday, January 7, 2014 @ 6:30 
p.m., Heritage High School, 1401 W.  
Geddes Ave., Littleton, CO 80120. 

 Saturday, January 18, 2014 @ 9 a.m., Carson 
Middle School, 6200 Prussman Blvd., Colorado 
Springs, CO 80906. 

 Saturday, January 25, 2014 @ 9 a.m., Hamilton 
Middle School, 8600 E Dartmouth Ave., Denver, 
CO 80231. 

More information regarding this major CO/WY Dis-
trict event can be found at http://optimistbrainbowl.org.  

 

Karl Geil 
The Brain Bowl is Coming!  

Karl Geil gives us the insights into this major 
CO/WY District event—The Brain Bowl. 

 Photo Don StJohn 

1. May you look back on the past with as much pleasure 
as you look forward to the future.  

2. May you never forget what is worth remembering or 
remember what is best forgotten.  

3. May the good you wish for others shine on you today. 
4. May the most you wish for be the least you get. 
5. May the best of this year be the worst of the next. 
6. May you live as long as you want, and may you never 

want as long as you live. 

7. May you live respected and die regretted. 
8. May your children have wealthy parents. 
9. May your troubles all be small ones, and your fortune 

ten times ten. 
10. May you have a clear conscience, or a poor memory. 
11. May you live in pleasure and die out of debt. 
12. My hope for you is that all your wishes in the New Year 

come true. 

Wishes for the New Year, Author Unknown 

mailto:larson1942@comcast.net
mailto:gardnerrb@gmail.com
http://optimistbrainbowl.org/index.html
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T H E  O P T I M I S T  C R E E D  — Promise Yourself . . . 
To be so strong that nothing can disturb your peace of mind. 
To talk health, happiness and prosperity to every person you meet. 
To make all your friends feel that there is something in them. 
To look at the sunny side of everything and make your optimism come true. 
To think only of the best, to work only for the best, and to expect only the best. 
To be just as enthusiastic about the success of others as you are about your own. 
To forget the mistakes of the past and press on to the greater achievements of the future. 
To wear a cheerful countenance at all times and give every living creature you meet a smile. 
To give so much time to the improvement of yourself that you have no time to criticize others. 
To be too large for worry, too noble for anger, too strong for fear, and too happy to permit the presence of trouble. 

Grandiose Utterings of Monaco South 
Optimist Club of Monaco South 
4173 S. Rosemary Way 
Denver, CO 80237 

2013 - 2014 Officers 
President Jon Wachter 303-204-5645 

Vice President  Craig Eley 303-758-9499 

Vice President John Oss 720-210-8056 

Secretary Pat Bush 720-747-5482 

Treasurer Greg Young 303-759-3921 

Board of Directors 
Michael Chavez 303-960-5304 

J. R. Gieck 949-636-7614 

Jack Kleinheksel 720-938-1760 

Mike McMahon 303-514-5175 

Fred Pasternack 303-758-3754 

Ralph Petersen 303-759-3384 

Michael Short 970-261-6012 

Scott Walker 303-803-3338 

Paul Simon (Past Pres.) 303-300-9940 

Past Presidents of the 
Optimist Club of Monaco South 

Bob Rhue 1976-77 

Jerry Whitlow 1977-78 

Bill Kosena 1978-79 

Duane Wehrer 1979-80 

Curt Jefferies 1980-81 

Frank Middleton 1981-82 

John Young 1982-83 

Pat Bush 1983-84 

Bob Hugo 1984-85 

Tom Mauro 1985-86 

Curt Lorenzen 1986-87 

Oscar Sorensen 1987-88 

Lupe Salinas 1988-89 

Bob Avery 1989-90 

Bill Litchfield 1990-91 

Bill Walters 1991-92 

Kent Gloor 1992-93 

Gary Strowbridge 1993-94 

Mark Metevia 1994-95 

Bob Safe 1995-96 

Tom Overton 1996-97 

Peter Dimond 1997-98 

Ralph Symalla 1998-99 

Cy Regan 1999-00 

Stan Cohen 2000-01 

Don St. John 2001-02 

Jack Rife 2002-03 

Karl Geil 2003-04 

Bryce Slaby 2004-05 

Donlie Smith  2005-06 

Paul Bernard 2006-07 

Greg Young 2007-08 

Phil Perington 2008-09 

Ron Cisco 2009-10 

Ed Collins 2010-11 

Randy Marcove 2011-12 

Paul Simon 2012-13 

NEWSLETTER EDITORS: Jan John Oss, Feb George Buzick, Mar Robert Wardlaw 

Robert Finkelmeier 303-756-5829 rfinkelmeier@comcast.net 
Jim Piccinelli 303-721-1470 jpiccinelli@earthlink.net 
Dick Zolman 303-796-8746 rzolman691@aol.com 
George Buzick 303-803-2268 gtbuzick@comcast.net 
Robert Wardlaw 303-525-2532 rlawardlaw@gmail.com   

Ralph Petersen 303-759-3384 r.pedersen2658@comcast.net 
John Oss 720-210-8056 john.oss4us@gmail.com 
Paul Stratton 303-366-6375 pcstratton@comcast.net 
Pat Bush 720-254-3741 pbush@bushreese.com  
Craig Eley 720-771-0866 craigceley@gmail.com  

Newsletter Committee 
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